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Drink is more a disease than a vice. I know scores
of men who would gladly leave off drink if they could.
I know some who have asked that the temptation might
be put away from them. In spite of the temptation
having been put away at their instance, I have known
them to steal drink. I do not, therefore, think that it
was wrong to have removed the temptation. Diseased
persons have got to be helped against themselves.
Young India,  12-l-'28

Having identified myself with labour, I know what
ruin drink has brought to the homes of labourers given
to drink. I know that they will not touch liquor if it was
not within easy reach. We have contemporaneous
evidence that drinkers themselves are in many cases
asking for prohibition.
Harijan, 3-6-'39

The drink habit destroys the soul of man and tends
to turn him into a beast, incapable of  distinguishing
between wife, mother and sister. I have seen men who
forget this distinction under the influence of liquor.
Harijan, 9-3^34

The drink and the drug evil is in many   respects
infinitely worse than the evil caused by malaria and the
like; for, whilst the latter only injure   the   body,   the
former saps both body and soul.
Young India, 3-3-'27

I would rather have India reduced to a state   of
pauperism than have thousands of drunkards in   our
midst. I would rather have India without education if
that is the price to be paid for making it dry.
Young India,  15-9-'27

Nothing but ruin stares a nation in the face that is
a prey to the drink habit. History records that empires